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brief of it, divided into numbered sections, and
applied to Hamilton for a statement of his ideas
upon the "enumerated discontents," framed so
"that those ideas may be applied to the correspond-
ent numbers." The proceeding is a fine instance
of the care which Washington exercised in forming
his opinions. Of course, as soon as charges of
corruption and misdemeanor were reduced to exact
statement the matter was put just where Hamilton
wanted to get it, and in the grasp of his powerful
hands its trashy character was promptly displayed.
It is needless to go into details, now that public
loans, the funding of floating indebtedness in
excess of current income, and the maintenance of a
national banking system to supply machinery
of credit, are such well recognized functions that
the wonder is how any statesman could have ever
thought otherwise. Jefferson's arguments, when
read with the prepossessions of the present day,
are so apt to leave an impression of absurdity that
they constitute a troublesome episode for his
biographers.
Jefferson's maneuvering utterly failed to injure
Hamilton in Washington's esteem, but it did have
the effect of so thoroughly disgusting Washington
with public life that at one time he was determined